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ONE DOLLAR A YEAR 
“BY L. G. HOFFMAN.] 


(orricraL.] 
To the Members of the Most Ancient @nd Honorable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of 
the State of New York, and to the Lodges 
of the Jurisdiction. 
BrETHREN— 


The great extent of our foreign correspondence, 


and the importance of many subjects of local interest > 


which have occupied my mind for some time past, 
have determined me to call your attention to the ne- 
cessity which has become apparent, not only to my- 


most extensive manner, information and knowledge of 
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labors of permanent utility, in which it is desirable all 

should be invited to unite, that they, who choose to 

continue their secession from the craft, may be left 

without excuse, if atafuture time, they find them. 

selves not entitled to the honors and rewards, the 
$ privileges and benefits, which will belong to the dili- 
; gent and industrious alone. 

In relation to these, and many other considerations, 
it is my desire to encourage and promote the circula- 
® tion amongst the fraternity of a periodical publication, 

through whichI may from time to time address to them 


propriety in that way; and which may also be used for 


wee 
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self, but to many other brethren, of diffusing, in the such advice and instructions as can be conveyed with 
2 


the interesting events which are pressing themselves ? the purpose of communicating important information 
into notice in the Masonic world. The Fraternity in ; in relation to our foreign and domestic affairs, with- 
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the state of New York are in possession Of advantages, ° out,its being 1etained for the annual publication of the 


arising from foreign intercourse, and a direct corres- 
pondence with the Grand Lodges of the two hemis- 
pheres, by which original and immediate information 


frequently, the subjects of highest importance to the 
unity, stability and honor of the craft are overlooked 
or suppressed, whilst acts and things of little conse- 
quence, and which, indeed would be better undone and 
unknown, are set forth as matters of suificient interest 
to be recorded for posterity. 

In addition to these considerations, the situation of 
the Fraternity within our own jurisdiction, seems to 
require particular attention, from the facts, thata 
very large proportion of those who claim the honor of 
being Masons of this State, are in the continued neglect 
of the first of its practical duties,—that of sustaining 
the Institution by belonging to Lodges—that many er- 
rors in theory and practice have obtained in this State, 
which require correction—that many enquiries are 
made for instructions and advice, that indicate a de- 
sire for information which all ought to possess :—that 
the few in this State, who at the present time are 


RH 


> Grand Lodge, and which cannot be furnished to all the 


$ Brethren who desire it, without a greater expense to 


’ Hoffman, under the title of ‘‘ Tue Amertcan Ma- } 


Q 


* the Grand Lodge, than it is able to bear. 
is received of the actions of Grand Lodges, and the » 
progress and state of the fraternity, which others only . 
derive partially through the medium of reports of com- ‘ 
mittees, or periodical publications; in which, very | 


In order to carry out these views it is evident, that 
the medium should he indicated, and that the Fraterni- 
ty should be informed, that, to that medium they may 
hereafter look for such advice, information and in- 
struction as I may think proper to promulgate, or 
cause to be made known. To this end I think it my 
duty to select the periodical now published at Albany, 
in this State, by our Worshipful Brother, Lewis G. 


sonic Rerister,” and shall feel gratified to learn that 
the Brethren of this State are willing to render to it, 
such support, as tosecure the objects herein indica- 


ted. x 
ALEXANDER H. Rosertson, 


Grand Master. 
New-York, Feb. 17th, 1845. 
THE GRAND CHAPTER OF THE STATE OF 
- NEW-YORK, 
Held its Annual Communication, on Faesday the 4th 
of February last, and was in session two days. A 
very respectable number of Chapters were represented, 
and its proceedings, which were chiefly of a local na- 





t working faithfully in their vocation, are occupied in $ ture,were characterised by harmony andBrotherly love. 
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During the session, our venerable and Rev. Grand $ 


Chaplain, Salem Town, delivered his Annual Address, 
which was listended to, as it will be read with much 
pleasure. The Address was followed by an appro- 
propriate and excellent Eulogy, on the decease of our 
late lamented G. H. P. Richard Ellis, of New York, 
by Companion Richard Carrique. The Address of 
Companion Town, will be found on another page.— 


The Eulogy we shall endeavor to procure for our next 


No. 

During the Session, the following officers were duly 
elected for the ensuing year : ‘ 
M. E. Elisha Gilbert, Lebanon, G. H. P. 

Robt. R. Boyd, New-York, D. G. H. P. 

Ezra S. Barnum, Utica, G. K. 

A. J. Rosseau, Troy, G. 8. a 

E. John O. Cole, Albany, G. Secretary. 

G. W. Ryckman, New York, G. Treasurer. 

John Bull, Lebanon, G. Marshall. 

Rev. Salem Town, Aurora, G. Chaplain. 
Comp.Abram Sickels, Albany, G. Sentinel. 

Companions Ebenezer Wadsworth,and Joseph Enos 
were appointed Visitors. 

[We would respectfully invite the attention of the 
Subordinate Chapters of this State, to the following]: 


Grand Chapter of the State of 
New York, Feb. 5, 1845. 


Resolved, That the resolution adopted at the last 
annual meeting of the Grand Chapter, directing the 
Secretary to subscribe for one copy of the ‘‘ Ameri- 
can Masonic Register,” for each subordinate Chapter, 
under itg juridiction, be, and the same is hereby re- 
newed for the ensuing year ; and that the Grand Chap- 
ter recommend to the officers of the subordinate Chap- 
ters to exert their influence to extend the circulation of 


the work. 
nmr or 
EXPULSION. 
tm eb 1s. S 

At the annual meeting of the Grand Chapter, in 
Feb. 1844, charges were made against Comp. James 
M. Aten, a former officer of the Grand Chapter, 
deeply involving his moral and Masonic character ; 
the charges were referred to a committee for investi- 
gation, who were directed to report the testimony to 
the Grand Council for further direction. At the re- 
cent meeting (Feb. 1845,) the Grand Council reported 
to the Grand Chapter, the testimony taken by the 
committee, and also their opinion that Companion 
James M. Allen was proved guilty of grossly immoral 
and unmasonic conduct. The Grand Chapter after 
duly considering the said report, unanimously adopted 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the decision of the Grand Council 
on the charges made against Companion James M. 
ALLEN, be, and the same are hereby approved; and 
that the said James M. Allen, be, and he is hereby 
EXPELLED from all the rights and privileges of Mason- 
ry ; and that this resolution be published in the pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Chapter. 

ALABAMA. 

The Annual meeting of the Grand Lodge of Alaba- 
ma, was held at Tuscaldosa, on the 2d of December, 
1844. Thirty-seven Lodges were represented, and 
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the Lodges under dispensation, made their 


returns,— ° 


Only seven of the chartered Lodges of this State were $ 


not in attendance. 

The following Grand Officers were elected. 
M.W. James Penn, Huntsville, Grand Master, 
R.W.S.S. Perry, Gainesville, Dep. Grand Master, 

W.P. DeJarnett, Vernon G.S. W. 
8. F. Hale, Eutaw, G. J. W. 


Rev. T. H. Capers, Greensboro’, G. Chaplain, % 


Rev. E. V. Levert, - 
Edw. Herndon, Gainesville, Grand Treasurer, 
Amand P. Pfister, Tuscaloosa, G. Sec’y. 

Wm. Kerr, Greensboro’, G. 8. D. 

Jos. C. Baker, Courtland, G. J. D. 

Jos. W. Pierce, Tuscaloosa, G. Tyler. 

The Installation was performed in public, at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church ; and an appropriate ad- 
dress was delivered by the Rev. Thomas Chilton, Past 
Grand Chaplain. We cannot give the whole of this 
Reverend Brother’s address, but as a specimen, ex- 
tract the peroration. The speaker had been admon- 
ishing the opponents of Masonry, and had particularly 
addressed his female auditors, when the following 
passage was sPoken :—‘‘ But I know that in some de- 
gree, it will still be censured and opposed—and per- 
haps as longas time and human imperfection shall 
endure—Yet, a time will come, when it shall stand 
forth vindicated and redeemed. It may not be, until 
the last funeral knell shall have been tolled—until the 
last note of the trumpet of time shall have sounded— 
until the last ray of the setting Sun, shall have faded 
from the mountain tops—and the last glittering moon. 
beam shall have played on the gentle bosom of the 
silvery lake: It may not be, until the last pang of 
sorrow shall have been endured, and the last tie of 
earthly friendship broken. When he who sees and 


knows things as they are, shall sit in judgement on’ 


the affairs of this world—And when the things that 
were, and things that are good and useful shall pass 
before Him, looking up for his smile, then, if not till 
then, shall justice be done us. Amid that throng, 
shall the genius of Masonry be seen—and the justice 
of heaven proclaim its acts of benevolence, in bringing 


the wanderer back to virtue—in drying up the fount- ‘ 


ains of sorrow, and carrying peace and joy to the 
bleeding heart. But enough, for the present—let our 
ceremonies proceed.” 

The same eloquent Brother, as Chairman of the 
Committee on Education, made the following Report, 
which no doubt wasalso written by him. ‘‘ The Com- 
mittee to whom has been referred the subject of edu- 
cation, beg leave to report— 

That they have ngt deemed it necessary to review 
the action which the Grand Lodge has heretofore ta- 
ken on his interesting and important subject, farther 
than to remark,that while that body had not manifested 
a willingness to go the entire length of some of the pro- 
positions which have been submitted, it. has never 
hesitated to express its feeling on the general subject, 
or to take its standon the rightside. By the rejection 
of a proposition two years ago, to establish a Masonic 
Academy in the State of Alabama, your committee feel 
themselves restfained from a recommendation of such 
a measure at this time, whatever might be their in- 
dividual views of of its propriety. But to a course of 
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action which they feel assured will.be more general- 

ly acceptable, if not even more efficient, they beg per- 
§ mission to invite the serious attention of the Grand 
3 Lodge, that if it be approved, it may be recommend- 
¢ ed to the subordinate Lodges for their concurrence and 
; co-operation. They feel confident that the fountains 
$ of Masonic charity are not dried up, and that its 
° streams are ready to flow in any direction, when in- 
¢ fluenced by a sense of duty. 
; Your committee cannot doubt, but that within your 
3 jurisdiction, the orphans of many deceased brethren, 
3 and the indigent children of many who still live, may 
3 be found, who, have just claims on the kindness and 
3 protection of the fraternity, are nevertheless unprovi- 

ded for. With much pleasure they learn, that in some 
$ parts of the State, this subject is receiving the atten- 
* tion due to its importance; and that numbers of the 
helpless are being educated at the hands of Masons. 
They are also much gratified to find, from their inter- 
course with the members of this body, thatin many of 
the Lodges there are funds ready to be appropriated 
to the same object. But they are still more delighted 
and encouraged by the confidence which they enter- 
tain, that whether the Lodges be now in funds or not, 
sufficient to answer all such ends within their respec- 
tive vicinities, they soon will be so, when a direct ap- 
peal shall be made to their members on the subject— 
and some general system of action agreed on. To ac- 
complish this, your committee beg leave to suggest, 
that it would be proper in every subordinate Lodge, 
to raise a specific fund for the education, first, of such 
children of Masonic parents, whether living or dead, 
as have not the means of so educating them, and then, 
if a surplus remain, to the education of other destitute 
orphans—and to be held sacred to that purpose, and 
applied to no other. This may be done, as they think, 
by setting apart a reasonable portion of the money, 
arising from Lodge fees, quarterly, and transferring 
the same to the education fund ; and also taking up at 
each quarterly communication, or otherwise, as the 
$ Lodges might prefer, voluntary contributions, to be 
carried to the same fund, and applied inthe same man. 
er. They entertain no doubt, that many large con- 
tributions would be made, if the contributors were 
satisfied that the money would be applied faithfully to 
such object, and to none beside, which would other- 
wise be withheld. Let them know, when they are 
called on to give, that their bounty will be used to 
® elevate some suffering child from destitution and igno- 
§ rance, to usefulness and honor, and they will not only 
> give freely, but with a liberal hand. Let them know 
§ that the Lodges in appropriating the money, dare not 
; invade that fund for any other ‘object, and all suspic- 
ion vanishes, and perfect confidence will take its place. 
Thus, they think, the money may be raised, no part 
of it should be appropriated but by the deliberate ac- 
tion of the Lodge, at some regular communication, or 
the concurrence of a majority of its members. 

This will not only secure confidence without, but 
harmony within the Lodges. And to effectuate the 
great object of such plan of action, your committee 
would further suggest, that it would be proper and 
advisable that each Lodge should appoint a standing 
committee of its members, whose duty it should be, 
to seek out and report to the Lodge such destitute chil- 
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dren as have been before alluded to ; and to see to the’ 
application of the monies appropriated for their bene- 
fit. Your committee will not swell your minutes, by 
protracting this report. They have presented in few 
words, a plan which may doubtless be greatly im- 
proved on; and they submit it for consideration, in $ 
the hope that it may accomplish good. 

hey would conclude by remarking, that while the $ 
Masonic heart bleeds at the sight of the helpless child, 2 
as it suffers with nakedness and hunger, even a deeper 
sympathy should awake at the sight of mental desti- $ 
tution. The body may be clothed and fed, and a life 
of hopeless ignorance will be unprofitable. But cul- 3 
tivate its mind, and the hope may be entertained that $ 
honor to itself and usefulness to mankind will be the $ 
result. The committee are of opinion that the subor- 
dinate Lodges should be urged to report their action 
on this subject, to the next annual meeting of the 
Grand Lodge. 

All of which is respectfully submitted,” 

The above report was concured in, and we trust it 
will be acted on promptly and effectually by the Lodges 
and fraternity of the State. In ‘connection with the 
subject, we may mention that the Grand Lodge placed 
the sum of $200 in the hands of the officers of St. Al- 
ban’s Lodge for the benefit of a widow with five small 
children, residing in the vicinity of that Lodge. ; 

The following report from the committee on the 
Trestle Board, was read and concurred in:—‘ The 
committee to whom was referred the Trestle Board 
have had the same under consideration, and respect- 
fully beg leave to make the foliowing report. 

Your committee are clearly of opinion, that the 
work is not such an one as we might have anticipated 
coming as it does, from such a high source, and that 
so far from casting any additional light upon the sub- 
ject of Masonry, or improving Our forms, it takes from 
the chart many of our important emblems, by the aid 
of which we teach some of our most useful and in- 

structive moral lessons. And believing that any in- 
innovation upon our long established land marks will 
invariably tend to weaken our cause, and lesson our 
love for the Masonic institution; your committee 
therefore report the work defective ; and they are of 
opinion that this Grand Lodge would act unwisely to 
set aside a work which has never yet been equalled, 
for one every way inferior to it. Your committee 
therefore recommend to this Grand Lodge the rejec- 
tion of the Trestle Board. 


Bro. Herndon, (who was the delegate from Ala- 
bama at the Baltimore Convention), as chairman of 2 
the committee on work, made the following report (on 
the work there adopted) which was received and con- 
curred in :—‘‘ The committee on work beg leave to 3 
report, that they have had under investigation, the 
plan of work recommended by the Convention held at > 
Baltimore, as exemplified by the delegate of this 
Grand-Lodge to that Convention, and: have come to > 
the conclusion after several days labor, that the mode 
of work proposed should not be adopted by this Grand 
Lodge, without further investigation. They therefore 
recommend that no action be taken thereon at the pre- ; 
sent session of the Grand Lodge. 


The committee have confined their attention to the 
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68 
investigation of this subject, which has occupied their 
whole time, and they have no work to report on, and 
respectfully ask to be discharged. 

The Grand Lodge, however, concurred in the re- 
commendation to establish a triennial Convention of 
Grand Lodges. 

Several cases of appeal from the decision of subor- 
dinate Lodges were reported on, involving some cu- 
rious and delicate points of Masonic jurisprudence, 
which were disposed of on very correct principles.— 
One Lodge which had been working under dispensa- 
tion, was refused a Charter for neglecting to send up 
its by-laws for examination. 

There remains to be noted two Resolutions adopted 
by the Grand Lodge of Alabama, at this meeting, con- 
cerning which, we have to make a few remarks. 

The first is :—‘‘ Resolved, That in the opinion of 
this Grand Lodge, it is unmasonic for any subordinate 
Lodge within the United States, to initiate, pass or 
raise a citizen from any other State, without ascer- 
taining from the Grand Secretary of the State of such 
applicant’s residence, whether he has there applied 
for initiation,’ 

In relation to this subject, there has occurred, on 
several occasions within afew years, much discussion, 
attended in some instances with expressions of unkind 
feeling, not only towards individuals who have been 
initiated into the fraternity out of the States where 
they resided, but also towards the Lodges which con- 
ferred the privileges of Masonry upon such individu- 
als: and the foundation upon which these discussions 
have been raised, appears to besimply one of jurisdic- 
tion involving two questions—/irst, the rights of Grand 
Lodges, second, the rights of subordinate Lodges to 
initiate persons residing within the local jurisdiction 
of some other Grand or subordinate Lodge. It is to 
the first of these points we are about to suggest some 
remarks, for the consideration of those who may here- 
after find it necessary to reflect on, and decide the 
question between the Grand Lodges. The Grand 
Lodge of Alabama might have saved us some trouble 
had they thought proper to have accompanied their 
decision of this question, with the reasons which in- 
duced them to adopt so severe a charge, as unmasonic 
conduct, against any Lodge in the United.States who 
authorize the initiation of a citizen from any other 
State. It would have been as well, too, if they had 
given the reasons why they limited their denunciation 
to the Lodges of ‘‘ the United States,” and did not ex- 
tend it to others. But they have seen proper to take 
a position, without giving their reasons, and have 
therefore left it open for discussion, and our pages 
will be open for its defence, if any of our Brethren 
** within the United States,” or elsewhere, please to 
avail themselves thereof. We would, however, re- 


? mark, that we are not aware of any difference in the 


powers of the Grand Lodge, in the United States, or 
elsewhere. Each and every regular Grand Lodge in 
the world, is, in her own territorial jurisdiction, sove- 
reign, and only dependant upon the preservation of the 
ancient ConsTITUTION or MASONRY ITSELF, as the 
supreme and unalterable Jaw, for its rules of right. 
If it were not for the limitation of that constitution, 
which, like the laws of the Medes and Persians alter. 
eth not : we should have said, thatevery Grand Lodge 
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‘should dare to violate the constitution, which unites 


is sovereign and independent. Butthatis not so: for 
if any regular Grand Lodge on the face of the earth, 


the whole body of Masons into one fraternity, they 
would throw themselves out of the Institution. But we 
do say, that every regular Grand Lodge is sovereign 
in its jurisdiction, or in other terms, that each has a 
territorial jurisdiction, ora right and power to make 
laws for the government of the fraternity of their own 
territory: but they possess no power or right to make 
laws for the government of those who are not of the 
fraternity, nor for others, who, being of the fraternity, 
are within the jurisdiction of anothér Masonic gov- 
ernment. 

If it should be said, that because the United States 
are more intimately associated by reason of their fede- 
ral compact, and that therefore, a distinction may be 
made in relation to the Masonic jurisdiction of the 
separate States, which may not be expedient or proper 
to extend to foreign lands, we reply, that We are not 
aware of any such distinction existing, nor can we ad- 
mit that it should be so. England, Scotland and Ire- 
land, form an United Kingdom, but three Grand Lodges 
are there, and we have never heard that the Grand 
Lodge of either country, pronounced the Lodges of the 
others ‘‘ unmasonic” in their work, for initiating a 
resident of another jurisdiction. On the contrary, we 
know of many instances on record, where persons be- 
longing to one or another of the three kingdoms, have 
been initiated while away from home, in Lodges of 
foreign jurisdiction; but we have never heard of 
either the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland or Scot- 
land denouncing such initiations as ‘‘ unmasonic.”— 
The son of the Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of 
Ireland, was but lately initiated in England, and on 
his return to Dublin, was received with the greatest 
enthusiasm. The most distinguished Grand Master 
who ever sat upon “‘ the throne of the Grand Lodge of 
England,” the late Duke of Sussex, was initiated in a 
foreign State ; and the readers of almost any Masonic 
history must know, that great numbers of the most 
prominent Masons of England were not initiated in 
that country. The practice, then, of Lodges confer- 
ring the privileges of Masonry on persons resident in 
another State, or within another Masonic territory, is 
neither new nor censurable, provided they are proper- 
ly qualified. 

Again :—Every Grand Lodge has a right to exer- 
cise her jurisdiction over Masons and Masonry, with- 
in her territory, and this right extends to the power 
of expulsion of any Mason lawfully convicted of un- 
masonic conduct within such territory, whether he is 
a citizen of that State or place or not; and every Ma- ° 
son is bound to obey the Masonic laws of the land in 
which he sojourns or works. To be initiated into 
Masonry in a Lodge in another State or country, than 
thatin which a man resides, is not unmasonic in him, 
because, being a profane when he began to travel, he 
was not subject to Masonic laws. If while ‘ at home’ 
he applied to a Lodge for initiation and was accepted, 
he was stil] at liberty to decline being made there. if 
he chose ; the only Joss to him was his deposit ; but if 
he was rejected, he could not go there, but he was 
still at liberty to apply elsewhere. In one case he 
might decline, because he had discovered amongst the 
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» members of the Lodge, some one with whom he did 
* not wish to associate ; in the the other, he might have 


§ been rejected by a personal antagonist. 


The Reso- 


‘ lution of the Grand Lodge of Alabama, therefore, 
> seems to us to aim atan object, not legitimately within 


? their reach. 


If it be chiefly intended to guard their 


$ rights of jurisdiction, those rights must be exercised 
on the individual after his return to their territory as 
> a Mason ; and that he was initiated ina Lodge beyond 
‘ their jurisdiction, is not in itself nor taken alone, good 
’ cause for refusing to recognize him, or for the inflic- 


‘ tion of punishment. 


If on the other hand, the inten- 


‘ tion of the Resolution is, to guard the fraternity in 
‘ other States from the evils consequent on the initiation 
: of iniproper characters, the good effects proposed, 
° cannot be reached by it, asit is evident that the Grand 
« Secretaries of the States cannot know the names of 


¢ candidates proposed, 


beyond their own immediate 


> neighborhood or Lodge, and the time occupied by the 
° inquiry, would be lost, for what good could result from 
> the knowledge of the fact, that the candidate had ap- 
$ plied to a Lodge at the place of his residence? That 
‘ knowledge, if important, could be most easily obtain- 
' ed from the candidate himself, together with the rea- 


¢ sons for not being there made a Mason. 
* $ ever, a candidate has been rejected by a Lodge near 


When, how- 


° his residence, there arises good cause for strict in- 
¢ quiry on that point, in addition to all others, but that 
° point is not mentioned in the Alabama resolution.— 


> We shall leave this subject for the present, 


with the 


¢ remark, that we think the following regulation of the 
¢ Grand Lodge of New York, if faithfully executed. is 


sufficient for the purposes aimed at, within constitu- 


¢ tional limits, and leaves the responsibility of equivo- 
2 cation or deception onthe candidate himself. 


‘* No Lodge shall initiate into the mysteries of the 
craft, any person whatsoever, without being first sat- 


‘ isfied, by a test, or otherwise, whether such candidate 
‘ hath at any time made application toa Lodge and has 
« been rejected, or otherwise refused admission into the 
‘ same: andifit shall appear that the candidate has 


been rejected, then, not until the Lodge to which he 


‘ applies is satisfactorily convinced, that such rejection 
‘ has not been on account of any circumstances that 


ought to preclude him from the benefits of Masonry.” 
The second Resolution, to which we referred above, 
is of still more iinportance, because it strikes at the Con- 


¢ stitution of Masonry itself, as it has been transmitted 


tc us, and as we are bound to observe it, and preserve 
itinviolate. It was adopted on the sixth day, and ap- 


$ parently at the last hour of the Annual Communica- 
< tion. We declare, that after reading the transactions 
’ of the last annual meeting of the Grand Lodge of 


; utmost surprise on arriving at the last page, 


; jection, except that of being maimed.” 


Alabama with great satisfaction and delight, (except- 
ing, of course, the resolution we have taken our 
privilege of disapproving), we were taken with the 
to find 
the following : 


“« Resolved, That being maimed by the loss of a leg, 
or an arm, does not disqualify a man from receiving 
the degrees in Masonry, when there is no other objec- 


Ifsuch inno- 
vations as this are to be tolerated by American Grand 
Lodges, with what face can we rebuke the innovations 
of European Grand Lodges, some of which are now 
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agitated by the objections which have been raised on 
this side of the Atlantic. We have much to say on 
this subject. We take our stand under the fundamen- 
tal constitution of Masonry, which we shall endeavor 
to protect and vindicate so long as we wield an édito- 
rial pen, or until we shall behold the fair fabric of an- 
cient days, and of universal admiration, gradually 
crumbled into ruins by the spoliations of modern 
speculative improvers, which we hope and trust will 
never be permitted to touch one stone, which has to 
this time been fixed in the original foundation.— 
Against this Resolution of the Grand Lodge of Alaba- 
ma we most solemly Protest ; and shall endeavor to 
be ready to give our reasons for so doing, in our next 
number. 
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ADDRESS, 


Delivered at Portland, before the Grand Lodge and 
Chapter of Maine, and visiting Lodges,on the festival 
of St. John the Baptist, June, A. L. 5844. 


BY JOHN H. SHEPPARD, P. H. P. & K. T. 

We have read the address of which the above title 
tells the necessary particulars of the where, when, and 
by whom spoken ; and pronounce it the one of a thou- 
sand delivered on our anniversary ocgasions which 
bears the marks of the true evefteman, —of the “wise 
Master builder.” 

No one can regret more than ourselves the narrow 
limits by which we are prevented from reprinting it 
entire, because many of our readers will be deprived 
of the pleasure of perusing it, and of the adVantage of 
its instructions and arguments. To those who can 
obtain a copy we say, do so and preservé it ; for once 
reading it will not satisfy you ;—you will wish to re- 
fer to it again, and again. Such is our opinion of its 
worth. As we cannot republish the whole of the ad- 
dress we have selected some portions of it, which 
will convey to our readers, at least some idea of the 
work as a whole. 


The author opens his address with allusion to a for- 
mer one delivered thirteen years before, at ‘‘a gloomy 
period,” when ‘‘the popular mind, like the trembling 
bosom of the ocean, ever sensitive to the least breath 
ot excitement,wasso viOlently agitated by the influence 
of reports, denunciations, and suspicions, that the 
charities of private life were forgotten, and respect 
was ncither shown to an ancient and honorable society, 
nor regard nor tenderness to the virtue, piety, and 
feelings, of any of the Brotherhood. In this earthquake 
of the passions—this unnatural convulsion of public 
opinion, it is pleasing to reflect, that the faith of so 
few failed, and that the great body of the Fraternity 
stood firm to their principles, and unshaken in their 
attachment to the Order.” That period he contrasts 
with the present,and says, ‘Never, were our prospects 
fairer, than at this auspicious festival ; whether we 
look over the flourishing and almost boundless regions 
of our own Country, or cast an eye on Great Britain 
and the continent of Europe. May Heaven grant, that, 
redeemed and purified by this fiery ordeal, our Fra- 
ternity may bring forth such fruits of knowledge, tem- 
perance, and goodness, that every candid mind will 
confess its excellence.” 

He then proceeds to open his subject, and proposes 
to consider concisely ‘‘the nature, tendency, and his- 
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tory of the Institution,” for says he, ‘‘our opponents 
have asserted, that it is a secret society, warring a- 
gainst government and religion ; that the tendency of 
its principles is dangerous ; and that it is a modern 
and even reeent invention, not much above a century 
old.” 

The author before proceeding with his argument 
bespeaks both the patience and indulgence of his au- 
ditors, and fortifies bimself against any suspicion of 
private or sinister motive, or of exaggeration, by at 
once declaring the subject to be one ofmoment that it has. 
suffered from misrepresentation ; that he has ‘‘ex- 
amined it with much study and a sincere desire to 
seek the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
trath.” 

He first treats of the social nature and constitution 
of many, and draws the inevitable inference, that as- 
sociation is necesary to his happiness, and that he 
must and will form societies for natual protection and 
the promotion of useful and benevolent objects, and he 
illustrates his position by reference to the well known 
fact, that numerous societies immediately sprang up, 
so soon as the labors of the Lodges were suspended ,to 
occupy their ground. He then takes up the main sub- 
ject of the address, and the first seatence pronounced 
reminds us of the usage of Chivalry, when a challenge 
to mortal combat was signified by throwing down the 
gaunlet. Bro. Sheppard has dared to place himself in 
the position of a champion, from which thousands of 
mere speech makers have shrunk, and avoided the 
responsibility of a contest, through sheer ignorance of 
the origin and charactér of the Institution they had 
been delegated to vindicate. 
sublime science of Masonry, have oft-times left us in 
doubt of theic having gone beyond their catechism ,and 


amongst the discourses on the subject from the pens ; 


of many learned Doctors of Divinity, whose studics 


‘have made them familiar with ancient History and . 
the rise and progress of Religion on the earth. We ‘| 
have noted a marvellous lack of true Masonic know- ‘ 
Here and there one may 
be found, who has discovered that Masonry embodies | 


ledge, or of moral courage. 


in itself the perfect accordance to the Angels song— 


“Glory to Gop in the highest, on earth peace, good ‘ 


will towards men.”—In a discourse which moy be 
found in the third volume of this ‘‘Register,” one 


clergyman had the courage to declare that he had ceme ‘ 


to the inevitable conclusion, froma careful study of ’ wickedness? We must ke the worst of infidels, the 


. most abandoned of libertines, to use this Great Light * 


the subject, that ‘‘Masonry is Religion.” Brother 
Sheppard having examined the subject ‘‘with much 
study and a sincere desire to seck the truth, the whole 


truth, and nothing but the truth,” has arrived at the such a charge with indignation. 


same conclusion, and avows it thus :— 


‘‘Freemasonry is a religious Institution. It is com- 


which, we take the Holy Bible to be the rule and guide 
of our faith and practice. This Bock lies atthe found. 
ation of the whole system in a Christian Country.— 
The doctrines we inculcate, are faith in God, hope 
in immortality, and charity to all mankind. Therefore 
no Atheist can be made a Mason. 
Lodge is opened with prayer, and requires the can- 


didate to be of age, of good report, a believer in Divine ° 
Providence, and with some honest, visible occupation ° 


for support. It is an Asylum for the unfortunate, and 
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Even the teachers of the 


: tion and the purity of our principles. 
posed of various Degrees and Orders; in each of } 


Every regular ‘ 


Pore 


w 

a school of mutual instruction. The most perfect order 
is preserved, and every thing, which surrounds the 
initiate, teaches him some moral or scientific lesson, 
conveyed by hieroglyphical symbols. The form ofa 
Lodge, high as Heaven, broad as the world—with a 
support, of the pillars of Wisdom, Strength, and 
Beauty—with the starry canopy for its covering—with 
a Mosaic pavement, tessellated border, and blazing 
Star, of Bethlebem, for its ornaments—and with jewels 
emblematical of brotherly love, relief, and truth---is 
péculiarly adapted to make an impression on the in- 
genuous heart. We must recollect, mind cannot 
think nor converse with the mind without the 
medium of material objects. 1 pity the man, who 
blinded by fanaticism, or polluted by depraved pas- 
sions, could enter the interior of a Lodge, and see no 
beauty in the lambskin, the émblem of innocence, nor 
in the trowel, which reminds him tospread abroad the 
cement of brotherly loveand affection;—get no strength 
from lectures and charges of a most impressive nature; 
—and learn no wisdom in contemplating an ideal picture 


¢ of that Temple, of which the Lord said, ‘‘mine eyes 


and mine heart shall be there perpetually.” I could 
name several, whose first serious thoughts, when they 
‘tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the 


, world to come,” arose and overshadowed their minds, 


in the inner chamber of Masonry. And the wretch, 
who, with a token of brotherly love, and a call upon 
his Maker to wiiness his sincerity, and in possession 
of the incommunicable sign of a Brother, can go away, 
where the scoffer and scorner will gather round him, 
and ridicule all the symbolic representations and cere- 
monies of our Order, forfeits, to say the least, the 
honor of a gentleman, and the honesty ofa man. ‘To 


soul, onl, atevery step, and in every emblem, we are 
reminded of the most magnificent Temple, the world 
ever saw. 

Can it then be possible that we should hold to secrets, 
rites, and ceremonies opposed to the Holy Bible ? 


> That our Constitution, of which the im mortal Wash- 
ington said, ‘‘its liberal principles are founded on the ‘ 


immutable luws of truth and justice,” could authorize 
or sanction crime ? That this Book, ever open on our 
altar, could be used as acloak, of immorality and 
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$ every refiecting mind, the Lodge is a picture of moral ? 
sublimity. The interest increases in each degree. We ‘ 
» are taught a solemn Iesson of the immortality of the 
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of Masonry, as a guide to hypocrisy, disobedience of } 


the laws, or conspiracy against government. 
This very Bcok isa 
guaranty to the world of the sacredness of our founda- 
On this Rock 
of Ages we will rest the defence of Freemasonry, with 
all its secrecy, ceremonies, oaths, and promises. 


; Though we may err as men, and, by reason of human 


frailty, may not always exemplify our principles by 
our practice, yet this very Book ought to protect those 
principles from misfepresentation and injustice.” 

The author next examines the objection sometimes 
preferred against the Institution as ‘‘a secret society,” 
and he shows thatthe objection for the reasons usually 
urged ‘‘is not true.” Thus ;—‘‘The calendar of our 
Lodges is published: the name of each member 
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° is a matter of notoriety. 
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If it be meant that we have 


¢ no right to secrecy in the interior of a Lodge, 


* the complaint will not bear examination. 


Why, even 


* a Board of Brokers in our great cities have their secret 


‘ meetings, to regulate the rise or fall of stocks. 
$ jobber, too, has his secret marks. 


; 
3 
; 
; 
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The 
The factis, we live 
in a world of evil. We are surrounded bydanger. A 
house of glass would be no castle. The ties of friend- 
ship and mutual confidence betweenman and man, 
require that there should be some secrecy. Our Savi- 
our himself instructed Peter, James, and John, in 
many mysteries, which the other disciples, knew not ; 
he spake to the world in parables, but to his disciples 
he gave a secret explanation. He took the chosen 
three ‘‘up into a high mountain apart, and was trans- 
figured before them: and his face did shine as the 
sun.” Was this beatific vision no secret! Secretly 
did the Twelve meet in an upper chamber, at the first 
Eucharist ; though one went out from among them as 
atraitor. History, tells us, that, in the first four cen- 
turies, the sacrament was administered in secret re- 
treats, and often in subterranean abodes and cemeter- 
ies ; and that The Discipline of the Secret was practis- 
ed by the Apostolic Church. This is confirmed by 
the testimony of no less than eighteen ancient Fathers. 
Minutius Felix (who lived A. D. 210) states, that 
“Christians knew each other by secret signs. Pliny 
writes to Trajan, that they took an oath not to com- 
mitany crime. They, too, were suspected by their 
enemies of resorting to dark recesses and practising 
every abomination. Horrid tales were circulated 
about them, and they were cruelly persecuted ; some 
even to martyrdom. Tertullian says, in their defence, 
‘‘it would be more just to judge of our secret actions 
by those that appear, than condemn what is evidently 
good and praiseworthy upon suspicion of private 
faults.” We regard silence and secrecy as Masonic 
Virtues ; they have kept off vagabonds and intruders 
from the sanctuary of friendship, and preserved our in- 
stitution amidst the revolutions and desolations of the 
world, from time immemorial.” 

Brother Sheppard next examines the accusation 
made against us of indulging in ‘‘gorgeous display in 
our regalia and titles,” and by turning the tables shows 
that the charge ‘‘comes with a poor grace from some 
of our opponents” who glory in the title of Deacon, 
Captain, Major, Colonel, General &e., and that ‘‘Man, 
almost universally, loves distinction, and will bear 
the badge of it where he can.” 

Next he takes up the charge ‘that Freemasonry is 


‘ anti-republican, and therefore aught to be put down.” 


This he declares is a very erroneous opinion, and that 


° its tendency is the very reverse. He says truly. ‘‘The 
distinctions of rank and fortune are unknown ina 


« Lodge. 


Our government is purely elective. Every 


¢ member has the right of suffrage, and we submit to 
; the will of the majority for the good of the whole. 
* The poorest, humblest Brother by his virtues, may be 
° chosen to preside over our meetings. The power of 
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; Wagds each other and all mankind. 


the Chair is limited by the constitution, and by an- 


cient usages, which are the common law of Masonry. 3 


We meet on a level, we part on the square ; that is, 
we are all equal, and desire to walk uprightly, to- 
The very germ 


¢ and essence of a republican government, always exist- 








$ pretended antiquity of Freemasonry.’ 
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ed in the elements of a Lodge. Here, the prince and 
his subject, the rich and the poor, the general and his 
soidier, meet on equal terms, and associate together ; 
like those various trees, which stand side by side in 
one of our primeval forests ; and though thé Author 
of Nature has made some lofty and towering, and 
with a trunk, branch, and foliage, surpassingly beauti- 
ful, and overshadowing their fellows of a more lowly 
and humble form, yet they are all nourished by the 
same soil and inhale the same dews of heaven: so 
the native talents and moral virtues of some Masons, 
elevate them above their Brethren ; and, if I may 
continue the figure, as the smaller and weaker vines 
twine their tendrils round the strong and mighty, so 
our poorer, feebler members in the Lodge dwell by the 
side of the powerfal, in brotherly love and unity. It 
is a remarkable fact, that, during the dark ages, which 
covered over a space of nine centuries, the Lodges, 
alone, preserved the rudiments of a republican gov- 
ernment. 

‘* The tendency of our Institution in every respect, 
therefore, is excellent, In England it has founded 
many valuable schools for children ; and I might refer 
to the benefit of Lodges, as Lyceums of useful know. 
ledge,and the best models of Debating Societies. Here, 
perfect order is preserved. Decency, courtesy and 
brevity, distinguish every diseussion. Some of the 
chastest and best arguments, happily conceived and 
eloquently delivered, which I have ever heard, have 
beenon a question of debate in our private assemblies ; 
the style and manner of which, if known, would be 
worthy of imitation, even in a National Legislature, 
where wild uproar, vulgar abuse, and interminable 
speeches, upon all things and some others, have been 
too much encouraged by the taste of the day.” 

After the declaration of another very important fact, 
‘that the Lodges of this country were pioneers in the 
in the temperance cause” he proceeds to examine an- 
other grand division of his subject and he discourses 


us. r 
‘“‘ The claim of Freemasonry to a remote antiquity 
has been the subject of derision among the ignorant, 
and even of disbelief among some scholars in this ; 
country, on whose brows the laurels of erudition are 
yet green, and untouched by the finger of time. Some 
years ago, the University of Cambridge, and the 
Theological Seminary at Andover, had this subject on 
the carpet, In anote to the elegant Masonic eulogy 
of the Hon.Francis Baylies, on Lafayette, in 1834, I 
find this paragraph. ‘‘The question propounded to 
them was this—‘Is there any known history to justify 
the belief that speculative or Freemasonry had exist- 
ence prior the last century?’ President Quincy sub- 
mitted the question to the learned Faculty of Harvard 
University, who replied, that they had no knowledge 
of any such history. Prof. Woods, of Andover, ‘had 
never seen, nor heard of any evidence in support of the 
Prof, Stuart 
explored the languages of Europe and Asia, and could 
find no- trace of Freemasonry.” 

Such was the modest ‘reply of one convocation of 
literati, and the scornful decision of another. I would 


¢ approach, with delicacy and veneration, the opinions 


: 
: 


of distinguished scholars, upon all subjects within the 
pale of their jurisdiction ; but it should be remember- 
ed, that there is a common law in literature. as well 
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as in forensic questions, and we have a right to be 
tried by our peers. Even, if the High Priest of Del- 
phos should mount the Hebrew tripod, and ‘‘in all the 
languages of Europe and Asia,” utter an erudite re- 
sponse against the antiquity of Freemasonry, we must 
beg leave to enter his Theological library, and refer 
him to ‘“‘The Discipline of the Secret ;” and ifhe do 
not find that the early fathers of the church were also 
Masons, it must be, because the light of the Reforma- 
tion was so intense, as to disturb his mental vision. 
With profound respeet, however, I would inquire, 
if either of these learned Faculties ever looked into 
the history of Freemasonry, examined our records, 
or traced our usages, customs and ceremonies? Did 
they put themselves in the way of getting the best in- 
formation ? Ina word, were they Masons? Did they 
ever see the writings of an English Antiquary, the 
learned Ashmole, founder of the Museum at Oxford, 
who wrote in the reign of Edward IV.2 Or of Nich- 
olas Stone, a curious sculptor under Inigo Jones? Or 
read the Latin Register of William Molart, Prior of 
Canterbury? Or the manuscript, which was founded 
by the celebrated Locke, in the Bodleian Library, 
touching an examination of the Brotherhood, before 
King Henry VI.? Did they ever read the letters of 
Dr. Knipe of Christ Church, Oxford, or the extract 
from the regulations made in a General Assembly in 
1663, when Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Alban’s, was 
Grand Master? Even these few records, in old’ black 
letter, would have prevented the promulgation of op- 
inions formed by prejudice, and uttered without the 
consideration which was due toa very large and re- 
spectable body of their fellow-citizens. They woujq 
have found, in the archives of Masonry, records as 
veritable as any of the pages of ancient history, of an 
Institution, coeval with the Saxon dynasty, and hand- 


Hanoverian reigns, to the present generation.” 


Masonry which we have been some time publishing 
in the Register ; from Lawrie’s history of Scottish 
Masonry, and from several learned authors. 


and purposes, found in the writings of the Abbe Raruel, 


He sketches the outlines of the societies of antiquity, 
which have been regarded as the prototypes of Free- 


have traversed the same ground before, that 
Mysteries of Masonry are as ancient as the ave of 
Solomon, and ‘‘that its ancestral lineage runs along 


succession of ages.” and that there were present at 


Temple, Dionysian artificers. From that period he 
considers the labor of research comparativaly easy, 
and he proceeds thus :—I now turn to a more sure and 


from the erection of that magnificent structure, the 
Temple of Solomon moré than one thousand years 
before the Advent. Noah, on that first morning, when 
he beheld the sun shining on the peaks of Mount 
Ararat, after the winds and the waves ofa stormy de- 
luge had beat upon the Ark for six long months, could 


ed down, through Norman, Plantaganet, Stuart, and $ various countries, might be bound to each other by 
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not have felt more joy, than the Mason, who, having 
travelled over the great desert of history, beset with 
enemies and harassed with difficulties, stands at the 
foot of Mount Moriah, and sees the light of heaven 
more and more reflecting on our origin, as he gazes 
on the pinnacles of this Temple. He then perceives, 
that he has been led along, step by step, through the 
rugged paths of tradition, with the lamp of the Scrip- 
tures before him, until he sees, in-every Lodge and 
Chapter, internal evidence of a high and honorable 
descent from the Grand Lodge of Jerusalem. 

I will offer a few reasons for this assurance, which, 
however, can only be appreciated by those acquainted 
with our lectures and ceremonies. And1. Freema- 
sonry is decidedly a religious, as well as a benevolent 
Institution. It is founded on the Bible ; though, as an 
eleemosynary Fraterni#y, it hasever been remarkable 
for the relief of the unfortunate, and kindness toa 
worthy Brother in a poor and penniless state. The 
testimony of its beneficence would fill volumes ; wit- 
nesses would rise up and call it blessed, in peace or 
war, on land or ocean, in all countries, in all ages. 

2. Ancient Lodges were dedicated to King Solomon. 
He is recognized in all our work, as our first Grand 
Master. Hiram King of Tyre, and Hiram, the 
widow’s son, of the tribe of Naphtali, assisted in the 
building of the Temple, according to the Scriptures, 
and also toJosephus. In every lecture, and in every 
ceremony, they are before our mind in the Lodge. 

3. Itisreasonable to believe, and it is probable, 
that Solomon, the wisest of men, arranged, classified, 
and regulated the vast body of builders he employed, 
in some way or manner, on!y known to themselves ; 


, so that the various orders, the bearers of burdens, 
’ hewers of wood and stone, sculptors, designers, and 
‘ artificers in metals, coming, as I shall show, from 


‘ Brotherly love, know whom to trust, and feel secure 


The address then gives an abstract from the history of ¢ 


4 


in some mystic lic, which would preserve their associa- 
tion from invasion or injury. 
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There were ont hund.- ; 


$ red and fifty thousand cunning workmen here employ- > 
ed, and thirty-six hundred overseers, These men were } 
not of the Hebrew nation ; for Solomon, in making > 
: this computation, ‘numbered all the strangers, that ' 
were in the land of Israel :” and, as I have said, > 
: many of them were probably Dionysian architects » 
$ from Tyre, Solomon would of course have learnt their » 
mysteries, and appliel and incorporated them, with » 
the Essenian improvements, and his own great know- | 
ledze, into a system, and thus concentrate, inone focus ° 


He no- ; 
tices the many conjectures of its origin, antiquity, ° 


Dr Robison, the Chevalier Ramsey, Mr. Preston &c. § 


masonry, from their resemblance in many particu'ars, § 
and finally arrives at the same result with others who ° 
the § 
> a Masonic Tnstitution. 


» for the singular resemblance of our Brotherhcod to the 


through very respectable families, for an immense ‘ 


Jerusalem employed in the building of King Solomon’s $ 


certain foundation of our origin, and trace our descent | 


Dionysian and Essenian fraternities. 


This will materially account ° 


4, A society, thus created anew, by the wisest of. , 
men, under a discipline of seven years, must have been ; 


too valuable to be lost, 


Therefore, inthe separation } 


of this vast body, at the completion of the Temple,the : 
>} members would carry the secrets and regulations with > 
them to their homes in Europeand Asia, and, forming . 
new Lodges, use every precaution to preserve and per- } 


petuate them in ages to come. 

5. Inall the work, in every lecture and tradition, 
and in every emblem and ceremony, reference is in- 
variably made to this great Temple on M@unt 
Moriah ;—to its materials, construction, winding steps 
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and inner chambers, from the great pillars which 
adorned the front, to the capestone which completed 
it. The lectures and traditions bear on their very face 
the impress of their origin in Jerusalem. They have 
been substantially the same for hundreds of years, and 
are admirably calculated to preserve a living memory 
of a superb piece of architecture, erected by the com- 


hardly paralleled in the Bible. 


have had a desigu or purpose, far beyond the mere 
creation of a perishable structure, which the. Chaldees 
could burn up, ortime destroy. When Moses was 
on the top of that Mount, the sight of which was like 
devouring fire to the children of Israel, the Lord spake 
unto him, saying, ‘‘And let them make Me a Sanctu- 
ary ; that I may dwell among them, according to all 
that I shew thee, after the pattern of the Tabernacle 


Hebrews, speaks of this, as serving ‘‘unto the example 
and shadow of heavenly things:” words of deep and 
mysterious import, having reference to another Taber. 
nacle in another world, and which modern exegesis, 


all spirituality from the sacred writings, would do 
entirely away. The Temple built by Solomon, at the 
command of the Lord, in after ages, was a substitute 
for, and constructed after the model of, this Taber- 
nacle. When it was finished, the Lord again appear- 


Was this declaration of the Almighty ever literally ful- 


filled? By no means. That material Témple has 


still exists. It is in the Lodge. 
ted by the Masonic family. 
And thus has this House of God been preserved from 
age to age, and the Divine prediction verified. 
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sistent, that they have ever been received by the Craft 
With implicit faith. 


accounted for in no other way. 
may believe them too.’ 


will then know them. 


mon. It carries in its featuresa Hebrew lineage,strong 


b=] 
as the visage of that exiled people, on whose physiog- 


among all nations. The use of the ‘right -hand, the 
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solemn laying of corner stones for churches, chapels, 
and public edifices, the easterly fronting of those build- 
ings, the form of a Lodge between the rising and set- 
ting sun, on a mountain or ina valley, the minuteness 
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and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even ° 
so, shall ye make it.” St. Paul, in the Epistle to the : 


the torturing of the Hebrew letter, and exclusion of ° 


ed to Solomon, and said. ‘'I have hallowed this house, ¢ 
which thou hast built, to put my name there forever ; 3 
and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.” > | : ‘ 
: visiting the spot on this interesting occasion, the Great 


vanished from the earth! but the spiritual Temple 
It is before every ; j 
faithful Mason’s eye, when he enters. It is perpetua- ° cously from Darham, Sunderland, 
¢ Newcastle, ani arrive! shortly before the ceremony 


It is seenin each Degree. 5 
‘ commenced. Many hundreds availed themselves of 


7. “There are traditions, belonging to the Temple, { _. ‘ : : 
: - ¢ witnessed in this part of the country. 
only known to the intelligent Mason, which comport : 


with Scripture history, and are so reasonable andcon- ° . i ‘ 
P dln ¢ jon was erected for the accommodation of the Masons, 


4 ¢ and he Provine a’ Gri y was opene 
Indeed, the preservation of the | and here a Provinc'a’ Grand Lodge was opened by the 


Pentateuch, during the Babylonish captivity, can be ‘ 
The inquirer after ¢ 
truth may say, ‘Show them to me, and, perhaps, [ 3 
We reply, put yourselfim the ; 
way and manner in which we received them, and you } 


These are some of the reasons for my belief, that ‘ 
our Instution is immediately derived from King Solo- § 


nomy, the Israelite is written, in all climates, and ° 


burial of the dead with their feet to the East, the } 


of our traditions, and every usage, emblem and cere- 
mony, confirm this opinion.”* 

We are by no means sure that we have selected as 
jllustrations, the most interesting passages of Bro. 
Shepard’s address, which occupies 70 pages. Nor 
can we proceed through the course of his subsequent 


> arguments and historical sketches. We should re- 
mand of the Most High, and to which the sacred pen. ; 
men have devoted four chapters in Kings, and six in ° 
Chronicles, with a degree of studious minuteness, } 


joice to believe it within the reach of every Brother 
in the land, and as some of our Lodges are now form- 
ing Masonic Libraries, we hope that a‘ new edition 


§ will be printed, and wobaennne for sale. 
6. The Divine Being seems, in this Temple, to ‘ 
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FOREIGN MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Pensuer Hitt.—MonuMENT TO THE LATE EArt 
or Durnam, Prov. Granp Master.— Aug. 23—The 


foundation stone of the monument to be erected on 


Pensher Hill, in the county of Durham,to the memory 


; of the late Earl of Durham, was this day laid with 


Masonic honours, amidst animmense concourse of 
spectators assembled from all parts of the adjoining 
district. Pensher Hill is the western extremity of a 
long range of lofty mountains, runnifig, in a direction 
nearly east and west from the sea-coast,a considerable 
distance into the county of Durham,and the elevation 


» of it is such as to command an extensive view of the 


adjacent country. At the foot of this lofty mountain 
range the river Wear pursues its meandering course 
to the German Ocean, which is also visible from Pen- 
sher Hill. The locality of the monument is on the 


¢ estate of the late earl, ina neighbourhood full of ro- 


mantic associations, and a more suitable spot for the 
erection of a monument to the late lamented earl could 
not have been selected. 

In order to renier every facility to those desirous of 


North of Englant Railway Company,whose line passes 
little more than a mile froin the hill, arranged that 
special trains at reduced fares, should start simultan- 
South Shields, and 


these arranzemeuts, anl, the day being fine, a more 
animated and picturesque scene was perhaps never 


In a field on the south side of the hill a large pavil- 


Earl of Zetland, the Most Vorshipful Grand Master. 
The entrance of the pavilion was tastefully ornamented 
with evergreens, nmongst which the laurel, the yew, 
and the cypress were conspicuously visible. 

After the usual ceremonies the Masonic Brethren 
formed into procession, with a band of mnsic in front, 
and proceeded by a winding path to the summit of the 
hill. 

Onreaching the place where the interesting ceremony 


> was to be performed, and which was protected from 


intrusion by a wooden barricade,guarded by a detach- 
ment of rural police, the Brethren divided right and 
left, ated hewwuetet and dhovssenrinck an avenue for the 


be "Those of our canine ute cannot obtain a - copy of Bro. Shep- 
ard’s address, will find the same view was taken in the oration de- 
ivered at Troy by Bro. Herring, on the 2th of June, 1840, which 
oe = amg by Appollo Lodge, and also in the Masonic Register, 
2n olume 
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Most Worshipful Grand Master to pass through, pre- 
ceded by his banner, and followed by the Ionic light, 
the Deputy Grani Master, and grand officers, who 
took up their respective stations on a platform, which 
had been erected for the purpose. The scene at this 
moment was exceedingly attractive. The gorgeous 


; insignia of the Masonic Brethren brilliantly reflected 
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the rays of an almost vertical sun, the various banners 
fluttering in the gentle breeze, the gay dresses of the 
ladies, and the vast assemblaze of spectators on every 
side, formed altogether a magnificent spectacle. All 
having been arranzed,the fountation stone was elevat- 
ed a little by means of a winch placed for the purpose, 
and the lower half (it being divided intotwo) having 
been adjusted, the Grand Secretary read aloud the in- 
scription, engraven ona brass plate, intended to en- 
close a cavity which had been formed in the stone, as 
follows :— 

“This stone was laid by the Ear! of Zetland, Grand 
Master of the Free and Accepted Masons of England, 
assisted by the Brethren of the provinces of Durham 
anl Northumberland onthe 23th of August, 1844, 
being the foundation stone of a monument to be ereeted 
to the memory of John George, Earl of Durham,who, 
after representing the county of Durham in Parliament 
for fifteen years, was raised to the peerage, and sub- 
sequently held the offices of Lord Privy Seal, Am- 


bassador Extraordinary and Minister at St. Peters- $ 
He died on | 


burgh, and Governor-General of Canada: 
the 23th of July, 1840, in the forty-ninth year of his 
age. 
scriptions of his fellow-countrymen, admirers of his 
public principles and exemplary private virtues.” 


Penn 


All-bounteous Author of nature bless this place and 
the kingdom at large with abundance of corn, and 


wine, and oil, and all the necessaries, comforts, and ; 


conveniences of life. 


‘‘And may the same Almighty power preserve the ‘ 


inhabitants in peace and unity and brotherly love, to- 
wards which great objects no one during his earthly 
career exerted himself more zealously and more success- 


Sully than that nobleman whose memory we are assem. ; 


bled to commemorate.” 

The Rev. R. Green, of Newcastle, the Provincial 
Grand Chaplain, then offered up an appropriate 
prayer, with which the interesting proceedings were 
closed. 

The earl of Zetland and others present examined 
the plans of the proposed erection, which were sub- 
mitted to them by Mr. J. Green, after which the pro- 
cession was re-formed, and the Masonic Brethren re- 
turned to the pavilion. A great number of ladies and 
gentlemen, comprising many of the principal county 
families, were present during the ceremony, and ca- 
pacious galleries were erected for their accommodation 
on each side of the place, so as tocommandan excel- 
lent view of the whole proceedings. 

The proposed monument 1s already in a very forward 
state,the works having been in operation some months, 
so that the spectators could form a pretty accurate 
conception of what it will be when completed. The 


> form approximates to that of the Temple of Theseus, 


¢ with a rectangular basis of solid masonry a hundred 


This monument is eracted by the private sub- > 


feet long by fifty-four feet in width. The foundation 


» rests onthe solid lime stone rock, twenty feet below 


The Grand Treasurer then placed a phial, contain- * 
ing a number of coins of the present reign, inthe cavity, ° 
and the brass plate having been placed thereon, the ¢ 
Gran1 Master proceeded to adjust thg same,and spread ; 
the mortar with a silver trowel handed to him for that § 


purpnse. The trowel bore the following inscription:— 


‘This trowel was used by the Right Hon. the Earl of | 


Zetland, Grand Master of the Unitel Lodge of Free- 


masons of England, in laying the foundation stone of ° 
> structure stands nearly due east and west, and form a 
of Durham. G. C. B, Provincial Grand Master of >: 
Durham and Northumberland ,the 28th of August, 1844. » 


the monument erected to the memory of the late Earl 


John and Benjamin Green, architects.” 


The Grand Master then proceeded to adjust the 
position and form of the stone by the plumunet, level, 
anl square, which were delivered to him bp the De- 
puty Grand Master. Being satisfied in regard to these 
particulars, he gave the stone three knocks with the 
mall. The cornucopia containing the corn, and the 
ewers with the wine and oil, -were then handed to the 
Grand Master, who strewed the corn, and poured the 
wine and oil over the stone, with the accustomed 
ceremonies, in performing which he said impres- 
sively :— 

‘As we have now laid this stone, may the Great 
Governor of the universe in His kind providence enable 
us to carry on and finish what we have begun: may 
He guard this place, and this country in general, and 
preserve it from ruin and decay to the latest posterity. 
I strew this corn as the emblem of plenty ; I pour this 
wine as the emblem of cheerfulness ; I pour this oil as 
the emblem of comfort and consolation: and may the 


the surface of the soil,and the base rises ten feet above 
the platform of the hill. At the sides of this rectangle 
stand eighteen lofty open equidistant columns, thirty 
feet in height and six and a half in diameter, support- 
ing ateach end a magnificent pediment, and at each 
side a deep entablature, which will serve as a promen.- 
ade when the building is complete. The promenade 
will be reached by spiral stairs to be formed within 
one of the pillars. From the ground to the upper 
point of the pediment will be about seventy feet. 


prominent object to travellers onthe line of the Great 
North of England Railway between Darlington and 
Newcastle, and will soon become a place of resort for 


’ parties of pleasure. 


The stone for this magnificent edifice was presented 
to the building committee by the Marquis of London- 
derry, and was obtained from his lordship’s quarries 


> at the village of New Pensher, distant about a mile 


¢ from the top of the hill. 


The lime is from the Ear! of 


> Durham’s kilns at Newbottle, about the same distance ; 
> and the sand from an excellent bed at the foot of the 


hill. The materials are conveyed up the hill bya 
temporary winding railway, the bed of which will 
form a permanent carriage drive when the building is 
complete 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master was attended 
by the GrandSecretary,Grand Director of Ceremonies, 
and the Grand Tyler. The other officers of the Grand 
Lodge were filled, ad interim, by some Provincial 
Grand Officers. 

The Provincial Grand Officers and Brethren of Dur- 
ham and Northumberland mustered in great numbers 
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° under their yeupective eneeen hended by their Depaty 
Grand Masters, Bros, Sir Cuthbert Sharp and—Lor- 
> raine, Esq., exceeding three hundred. 
public were many persons of rank, and gentlemen dis- 
* tinguished in science. 


‘A mong the 


There were several dinner parties at Monkwear.- : 
’ mouth, Sunderland, and other places ; but as these 


were not of a Masonic character, it is only necessary 


; to state thatthe memory of the lamented nobleman 


; was drank in solemn silence ,that of the present youth- 
ful earl with hopeful enthusiasm, and the Earl of Zet- 
land and the Freemasons with great respect. ° 
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We copy the following from the Boston Free Mason’s Monthly 
Magazine, for the purpose of courting a reply from some of the val- 
liant and magnanimous Sir Knights of the State of New York, and 
offer them a fair field to vindicate their wounded honor, if they think 
proper to take up the gauntlet thus thrown at their feet. 


GRAND ENCAMPMENTS OF OHIO AND NEW 
YORK. 


WE have received a copy of the proceedings of the 
Grand Encampment of Ohio, at its late meeting, and 
also of its new Constitution. From the former we 
learn that there are five Encampments in the State, 
viz: Mount Vernon, at Columbus; Lancaster, at Lan- 
easter ; Cincinnati, at Cincinnati ; Massillon, at Mas- 
sillon; and Clinton, at Mount Vernon; and we infer 
that they are allin a prosperous condition. From the 
the Constitution we extract the following section, for 

» reasons which will appear in the sequel. We have 
italicised a part of the closing sentence of the second 
paragraph : 

; See. 13. This Grand Encampment acknowledges 

; no degrees of Masonry or Orilers of Knightoood to be 


< 


= 
: 
Q 


‘ regular, except those conferred by, and under the ? 


$ authority of the following constituted authorities in the 


$ United States of America, an! those of corresponding ° 


¢ rank in foreign countries, to wit: 

° The Grand Consistory, the General Grand Encamp- 
¢ ment and the General Grand Royal Arch 
* the United States, Grand Councils of Royal ani Se- 
‘ lect Masters, and the Grand Lodges of 

* States. And any Knight helding to, or having re- 
; ceived any irregular degrees unter the assumed name 


Chapter of 


the several ¢ 
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oletery | in ate ‘world. They are aa, in the ennaties 
of the Constitution of the Grand Encampment of 
Ohio, “‘ irregular degrees under the assumed name of 
Knighthood,” and as they are countenanced, author- 
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> ized and conferred by the Encampments in New-York, 


the Encampments in Ohio would not by their Grand 
Constitution, be ‘‘ permitted to receive any visitor,” 
coming from that State. The Grand Master of the 
General Grand Encampment, is, we believe, Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment of the State of New 
York, anc would not, of course, be permitted’ to visit 
any Encampment in the State of Ohio! But, what is 
still more remarkable in this matter, is, that the sec- 
tion we have given from the Constitution of the Grand 
Encampment of Ohio, is extracted verbatim from the 
Constitution of the Grand Encampment of New-York! 
And how the Companions in that State, can, under 
this Constitutional restriction, visit their own Encamp- 
ments, is a problem we leave to their solution! 

It is worthy of remark, that the Grand Encamp. 
ment of New York a few years since refused to adopt 
the elegant Templar’s Diploma, published by the 
Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and ,Rhode 
Island, after it had received the approbation of the 
General Grand Encampment,—because it did not con- 
tain the two irregular cagree f in eam 
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List of Officers, elected’ in ‘Salen Lodge, No.7, 
on the evening of Dec. 16, 1844, ~ 


Bro. Peter G. Coffin W. Master, 
Ichabod Rogers, S. Warden, 
Alexander W. Wilson, J. Warden, 
George Barker, Treasurer, 

John Meadowcroft, Secretary, 
Cornelius Berile, 8. Deacon, 
David D. Rose, J. Deacon, 

Abel Boutwell, . oe 
John W Holge,§° — 
Robert McCoy, Tyler. 


Officers of La Fayette Chapter, Chicago, Illinois. 


> M. E Rev. W. F. Walker, High Priest. 


§ of Masonry or Knighthood, sha!! be required to with- § 


¢ draw therefrom, under pain of being expelled from all 


$ participation in any of the privileges contained in the > 


$ provisions of this Constitution, and no Council or En- 
$ campment shall be permitted to receive any candidate 


$ or vistror, into their respective bodivs, who in any 


$ manner or in anywise, is concerned in or with such ° 


‘ clandestine degrees. 


The only degrees authorized by the Constitution of ; 


* the General Grand Encampment, are the following, 
: viz: Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, and 
Knight of Malta. The degrees authoized by Grand 
Chapters and Grand Lodges are too generally knoWn 
 torender it necessary for us to enumerate them. 
The 2d Sec. ofthe 3d Art of the Constitution of the 
‘ Grand Encampment of New York, contains the fo'- 
lowing :—* The order of succession in conferring the 
: Orders of Knighthood shall be as follows, viz: Knight 
; of the Red Cross, Knight Templar, Knight of Malta, 
Knights of the Christian Mark, and of the Holy Sep- 
, wlchre.” Now, the conferring of. the degrees last 
¢ named, is not authorized by the General Grand En- 
; Campment, the General Grand Chapter, the State 
; Grand Lodges, nor as we believe, by any Grand Con 


t 
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E. John R. Case, King. 
Samuel H. Gilbert, Seribe. 
Comp.M. L. Knapp, Captain of the Host. 
Reuben Tay!or. Principal Sojourner. 
Jobn Davis, Royal Arch Captain. 
Cornelius Lansing, G M. of the Third Veil. 
P. P. Robinson, G. M. af the Second Veil. 
John Brinckerhoff, G. M. of First Veil. 
Samuel Hoard, Secretary. 
E. Rev. Wm. M, D. Ryan, Chaplain. 
Comps.Luther Marsh, Wm. Harmon, and I. 
field, Stewards. 
I. P. Hatfield, Guard, 


een ~ ~ 


” Washington, D. C. E. January.) 
14th, AeL. 5845 


P, Hat- 


Sir and Brother— 

I have the honor to transmit a list of the officers of 
the Grand Lodge of Free and Acepted Masons of the 
District of Columbia for the present year, viz : 

Bro. Wm. B. Magruder, M. W. Gr. Master, 
Robt. Boyd, R. W. Dep. Gr. Master, 
E. A. Eliason, R. W. D. G. M. Georgetown, 


BR RNIB PA AAA WA AAR AAA 


SRPRAAARALALA WRAL EAARAA AAAS AS BAA BAA IAS EBB BLES BEB PLLA LUST SESAALAVY 


SNR RRR RA ANA R AANA RRNA BEEN SS RR A AAA nn nnn 





PPPLLALL LPL PLL PPP Ot PLL PPL PPL LOPLI GL LPL PPI IP PPP LPP PPP POPP Pe 


Henry B. Robertson, R. W. G. 8. Warden, 
Robert Clark, R. W. G. J. Warden, 
H. C. Williams Grand Secretary, 
George Thompson, R. W. G. Treasurer, 
Marinus Wittell, R. W. G. Visitor & Lecturer, 
A. A. Mullen, D. D. M. Rev. G. Chaplain, 
W.A.Sloane, G. 8. Deacon, 
Charles Venable, G. J. Deacon, 
B. M. Deringer, Grand Marshal, 
Joseph K. Boyd, G. Sword Bearer, 
John Robertson, G. Pursuevant, 
John G. Slock, G. Tyler. 

Attest, H. C. WittraMs, G. Secretary. 


~ RRA rere 


OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF PENN. 
SYLVANIA FOR 1845. 

The following Brethren were duly elected for the 
year 1845, and Installed on St. John’s Day, the 27th 
Dec. A. D. 1844, A. L. 5344, to wit: 

William Barger, R. W. Grand Master. James 
Page, R. W. Deputy Grand Master. Peter Fritz, R. 
W. Senior Grand Warden. William Whitney, R. W. 
Junior Grand Warden. John Thompson, R. W. Gr. 
Treasurer. William H. Adams, R. W. Grand Secre. 
tary. 

Trustees of the Girard Bequest ,—Bayse Newcomb. 
Samuel H. Perkins. Enos 8. Gandy. Samuel Badger. 
Alexander Diamond. 

District Deputy Grand Masters,—Samuel Huston, 
of Towania, in place of Joseph Kingsbury, who de. 
clined re-appointment, for the counties of Bradford 


County of Lacaster. William B. Potts, of Orwigs- 
burgh, for the County of Schuylkill. Joseph S. Stitch- 
ter, of Reading, for the County ot Berks. Christian 
P. Gummert, of Brownsville, for the Counties of 
Fayette and Green. James M. Porter; of Easton, for 
the Counties of Lehigh and Northampton. John Bir- 


bury, for the Counties of Northumber'and Union and 


anl Pike. 
Grand Chaplains,—Rev. John Chambers. Peter 


Samuel Ashton. Ezra Stiles Ely. 
Grand Deacons,—Brethren Anthony Bournonville, 
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Junior Grand Deacon. 

Grand Stewards,—Lambert Keatting. 
Krieder. 
. Grand Marshal, 
Bearer, J. Steiner, Grand Pursuivant, Henry G. 
Smith. Grand Tyler, William B. Schnider. 


Bradley. John Allen. 
E. Ewing. 


Tobias Buehler. 


Haswell. Alexander E. Doughty. G.G. Westcott. 
George H. Oliver. 
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C. Skerret» John W. M’Grath. 


> ton. John C. Smith. 


> liam W. Thompson, Jobo M’ Cloud, Richard Vaux, 
> Jacob Steiner, Joseph S. Riley (in place of Joseph R. 


> Hickey, John Page. 


> pointment : 


and Tioga. Robert Moderwell, of Lancaster, for the : Report of a Committee, (which had been made at the 


; vention in the highest terms. They take exceptions, 


mingham, of Pittsburg, for the County of Allegheny. » support of their opinion are of little weight, and are 


Benjamin Parke, of Harrisburgh, for the Counties of : 


Dauphin and Lebanon. George C. Welker, of Sun. $ of expediency.” The latter part of the Report we in- 


¢ sertverbatim. ‘‘It is a lamentable truth, that in 
Columbia. Henry Pettibone, of Wilkesbarre, for the ; V°TY ™#ny instances, Masons ‘in easy or affluent cir. 

: ’ a ‘ ¢ cumstances, demit from their Lodge, refuse or fail to 
Counties of Luzerne, Susquehanna, and Wyoming.— ; thats te the aa Meal d , ieht 
John Allen, of Honesdale, for the Counties of Wayne Se on ve Serene Sareny ee eenee 1 senee va 


‘ amongst the first to ask our protection. 
Van Pelt. John B. Clemson. Orson Douglas. John | 


J. Kerr. John L. Burrows. Henry W. Ducachet.— | 


> Grand Lodge require a return of all who are not mem- 
’ bers of Lodges. 
M. D., Senior Grand Deacon. Thomas B. Florence, ° 
° press their gratification, that in the proceedings of the 
John J. § Convention, so little is to be found exceptionable, and 
° ° so much meriting your hearty approbation and cordial 
¢. C. Williams. Grand Sword ‘| 
* lowing resolutions : 
Trustees of the Charity Fund, Jacob Altar. John ; adopt and cordially approve the acts of the Convention, 
William ‘ except so much as is excepted to by this report. 


Committee of Finance, George Smith. George D. : 


Commitfee of Correspondence, George Griscom. D- 


Committee dn By-laws, John M. Reed. William H. 
Adams. James Hutchinson. 


Committee to examine the transactions of the last 
year, and select for publication, E. W. Keyser.— 
Samuel Davis, William Clinton. 


Hall Committee, Charles M’Karraher. Robert Pat- 


Stewards of the Stephen Girard Charity Fund,— 
James E. Richardson, Robinson R. Moore, William 
Haslam, George K. Childs, Michael Bouvier, John 
Thomas, James R. Dickson, James Simpson, William 
B. Sthnider, Daniel Thompson, William Badger, Wil- 


Chandler, who declined a re-appointment), John Al. 
len, John Lalzell More, Edward Barrington, James 


The R. W. Grand Secretary made the following Ap. 
Deputy Grand Secretary, William W. Smith. 


MISSOURI. 

A meeting of the Grand Lodge of Missouri was held 
pursuant to adjournment,on the Ist of April, 1844, at 
St. Louis. The business transacted was, so far as 
we can judge from the printed journal, generally of a 
preparatory and deliberate character, connected with 
several important subjects at that time before the fra- 
ternity of that State. 

Amongst other matter worthy of note, we find the 


preceeding annual meeting, but omitted in the journal)” 
on the subject of the convention at Baltimore in May 
1843. The committee eulogise the work of that con. 


however, to the decision there made, that ‘‘ a Lodge 
cannot try its Master,” but the arguments offered in 


“ec 


resolved at last into a mere objection ‘‘on the score 
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of alltheir moral obligations to the Fraternity. Yet 
these very men, when misfortune overtakes them, are 


‘* Your committee, not willing hastily to take any 


high-handed measures, have recommended that the 


‘In conclusion, your committee beg leave to ex- 


support. They recommend the adoption of the fol- 


‘Ist. Resolved, iiiai this Grand Lodge receive, 


** 2d. Resolved; That it is the duty of every Lodge 
subordinate to this Grand Lodge, to adopt and use the 
forms and cer@monies hereby adopted. 

‘3d. Resolved, Thatit shall be the duty of every ' 
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Grand Annual Communication, a list of all Master 
Masons who reside in their vicinity, and are not mem- 
bers of said Lodge, 
cuniary circumstances.” 


a triennial Masonic convention: all of which were a- 


dopted by the Grand Lodge. 


Lodge, a house and lot in that place for ‘‘ one dollar 
a year, and the liberty of sending free of charge for 


the Grand Lodge will organize, perpetuate and con- 
trol, at said house an Academy for the instruction of 
females in literature and science. The proposition 
was referred to a committee. 

The Grand Secretary was directed to procure one 
thousand certificates. 


tion of arevision of the Constitution, regulations and 
by laws of the Grand Lodge ; and of the laws for the 
organization and government of their College; of which 
we shall speak more particularly in our next num- 
ber. 

The committee on the subject of the controversy be- 
tween this and the R. W..Grand Lodge of New York, 
sate and obtained time until next senha to report. 


PA oan - ~~ 


GR AND LODGE OF GEORGIA. 


The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Georgia, was held at Milledgeville, on the 5th of No- 
vember 1844, at which twenty-two Lodges were rep- 
resented. 

One of the first acts, after opening, was to discharge 
the committee, appointed at the previous annual meet- 
ing, ‘on the Ancient Landmarks.” This movement is 
to be regretted, for a committee on a more important 
subject cannot be constituted at the present time ; and 
we earnestly call the attention of our own Grand 
Lodge to the subject, as we perceive from the thought: 
less and headlong movements in many quarters, that 
not only the /andmarks, but the whole territory of 
Masonry, are liable to be removed by the waheeding 
innovations of modern speculators. 

The Officérs of the Grand Lodge of Georgia for the 
present year, were elected omthe second day of the 
communication, and were installed on the following 
day, publicly, at the Methodist Episcopal Church by 
M. W. Past E. Master, P. T. Schley, viz: 


: M.W. William C. Dawson, Grand Master, 
¢ Rt.W.John Hunter, 
‘ Amos Benton, 
Joseph C. Adkins, 
E. James W. Castens, 8S. G. W. 
Wm. Flint, J.G. W. 
Samuel Beecher, G. Treasurer, 
John S. Wright, G. Secretary, 
Jason Burr, S. G. D. 
John W. King, J. G. D. 
W.A.H. Hansell, G. Marshal, 
Rev. John W. Talley, G. Chaplain, 


Bro. A. N. Simpson, St - 
2 John Caruthers, senna 


Milburn Turner, G. Tyler. 
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Subordinate Lodge to add to the returns to the next < 


together with their age and pe- | 


The 4th Resolution approves of the organization of ; 


A proposition was received from a gentleman at >} 
Philadelphia, (Mo.) offering to lease to the Grand : 


instruction, three students to the Academy,” provided | 


The Session was occupied chiefly in the considera- + 


77 





Several new warrants were granted to constitute 
Lodges which had been working under dispensations, 
after a strict examination of their by-laws. 

It appeared from a statement made to the G. Lodge, 


that ‘‘ Albany Lodge No. 24, had carried on Brother 


D. B. Rich, To the third degree of Masonry, who at 
3 the time lived nearer to Washington Lodge, No. 19, 
’ than to Albany,” The M. W. Brother P. T. Schley, 


quired to pay the fees received, over to Washington 
Lodge. But the motion was negatived, and Brother 
Schley and others entered their. protest against the de- 
cision, as establishing a precedent, subversive of the 
Grand Constitution and Landmarks of Masonry. 

The business transacted, presents few points of 
general interest, being nearly altogether of a local 
character ; and even .he report on foreign correspond. 
ence is wnesuatly barren. 


PALA PPAPRPL ANAL We 


Tue GRAND Cuavaauits ANNUAL ADDRESS BEFORE 
THE GRAND CHAPTER OF THE STATE or NEw- 
York. 

[BY REV. COMPANION SALEM TOWN.]} 


Beloved Companions and Brethren :— 

Our first duty calis for devout acknowledgements to 
Almighty God, for his Providential care over us an- 
other year. While-time has added another annual pe- 
riod to our lives, the hand of a kind Providence has 
delivered us from the power of the Destroyer. In 
common health, we meet once more, to interchange 
our mutual congratulations, mingle our symputhies, 
and unite our counsels in the transaction of such busi- 
ness, as the interests of the Institution requires. The 
duties we are called to discharge on these annual com- 
munications, are of vital importance, not only to the 
well being of those Bodies over whom we hold special 
supervision, but the common Brotherhood. 

Free-Masonry, comprises varidus Orders, and con- 
sists of numerous branches, among all of which isa 
unity of interest. When one Branch, or one Order re- 
joices, others participate in the joy. Mutual sympa. 
thy meee whole. ‘‘ Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

While change and ultimate dissolution is inscribed 
on all terrestrial objects, we rejoice in the existence 
of a system, embodying traths and duties, subject to 
to no change , disturbed by norevolutions, nor wasted 
by measured perioisof time. Principles which perish 
not with those who die, but live on, and will live in 
the bosoms of good Masons from age to age, till time 
shall cease to, be. 

Beloved Companions, in this my last address before 
this Grand Chapter, I propose to take a brief retro- 
spective view of the past, with some hopeful antici- 
pation of the future. Although the former calls up 
mingled emotions of joy and sorrow, still memory de- 
lights to dwell on thedcar recollection of by-gone days, 


again. 

Until the 24th day of October 1797, the scattered 
materials of Royal Arch Masonry were, in this country 
unarranged. Although Chapters existed, there was 
no common supervising power to direct their opera- 
tions, correct abuses or irregularities, prevent inno- 
vations, or give uniformity in conferring the several 
degrees. Those who presided over the several Chap- | 
ters, exercised discretionary power within a limited 
Territory. 
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offered a Resolution that Albany Lodge should -be re. - 





and in the affections of the heart, to live them over 
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In view of this state of things, a convention was 
called at Boston, to deliberate, and devise some course 
of action, touching the general interests of Royal Arch 
Masonry. This convention resulted in the issuing of 
a circular, addressed to the several Chapters holdea 
within the New England States, including New York, 
kindly requesting them to be represented in Masonic 
conference at Hartford, on the 4th Wednesday of 
January 1793. Also desiring said delegates should 
come fully empowered to sanction, and ratify as bind- 
ing on their several Chapters, the concurrent acts of 
the Convention,notin violation of Ancient Landmarks. 
This call was promptly responded to, and after days 
of solemn deliberation, resulted in the organization of 
a General Grand Chapter, and the adoption of the 
first Constitution. 

This organization, and this constitution, brought to- 
gether the several Chapters, united them under a.com- 
mon head, and gave stability and order and unity, to 
future operations. Four months had scarcely inter- 
vened, when four State Grand Chapters were duly 
organized. 

The Grand Chapter of the State of New York, with 
one exception, is the oldest in the United States, hav. 
ing been constituted and duly organized in this city, 
on the 2d Tuesday in March, 1798. In Rhode Island, 
anotber was organized during the same month and 
year. Connecticut in May following,and Massachusetts 
in June. Forty-seven years have elapsed since those 
worthy Companions who first constituted this Grand 
Body, were assembled as we now are. By their wis- 
dom and untiring zeal, the foundation was laid, on 
which this superstructure now stands. From their 
hands have we received these implements of labor and 
jewels of office, and. by their lips were we taught 
their mystic use, 

From this brief history, we are struck with the a- 
mazing responsibilities assumed by those Companions, 
especially in the first instance, and can WM admire that 
profound wisdom, by which they were guided to such 
happy results. Their action secured the unity, and 
opened the channels of inter-communication between 
kindred Bodies.. This was the main step that gave 
notoriety and celebrity to the Order, and prepared the 
way for that general prosperity, which for many years 
succeded. 

But where are those honored Brethren, whose pla« 
ces we now fill, and whose duties we are called to dis. 
charge? Gathered to their fathers, and slumbering in 
the tomb. 
through whose agency, Institutions were thus early 
established in every quarter of the State, and who 
came up to this annual communication with counte. 
nances beaming with joy, and hearts struggling to 
give vent to mutual congratulations for each other’s 
welfare, and rejoice in the common prosperity of the 
Fraternity. They, too, are mostly gone to that ‘‘ un- 
discovered country, from whose bourne no traveller 
returns.” Their names stand recorded on our books, 
but their memories are embalmed in our hearts. 


For how many years, was the room in the attic 


story of the Montgomery Haff, crowded with the foot- 
steps of those who labored long and hard in the noble 


‘cause, but who have since gone down to the grave, 





And where are those venerable men, ° 
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full of years. We look back with mournful pleasure 
on those scenes which call up the past, where fond as. 
sociations pass like shadows before the mind, each ac- 
companied with some endearing recollection, which 
thrills the heart, and half beguiles us back to Scenes 
of former life. : 

But soon 1s the fancied imagery dispelled, on which 
memory dwelt with such tender interest, and the im- 
pressive fact returns, that most of those with whom 
we once delighted to mingle in sweet intercourse, have 
actually gone ; gone where the 4 are at rest, and 
their freed spirits enjoy the visions of immortality. 

Still, however, are we in the midst of these reflec- 
tions, permitted to rejoice, that the mantle of those 
Fathers has fallen on other noble spirits, who have 
with great fidelity, entered into their labors, and 
hitherto guarded the Temple gates. The counsels of 
those Patriarchs. and their examples too, still live, and 
will be the common legacy of their successors. 

The untireing efforts of those men, who, in this 
country and this State, first collected the scattered ma- 
terials of the Masonic Temple, and with so much wis- 
dom, laid the foundation,& reared the noble superstruc- 
ture ; gave order and strength, and form, beauty and 
stability to the whole fabric ; marking the grades of 
Masonic labor ; defining the ranks and duties of of 
ficial stations ; and so judiciously organizing those 
Bodies which should hold the supervising power, in 
accordance with the true landmarks of Ancient Ma- 
sonry are deserving all praise, for the benfits thus con- 
ferred on us, and all succeeding ages. 

This great work, was oy them, voluntarily under- 
taken, as a labor of love for the good of man; and 
with a steady hand and a warm heart, pursued to con- 
sumation. Previous to this, a great portion of the 

3 





Fraternity were scattered like sheep on the mountains. 
Lodges and Chapters were in a great measure, inde- 
pendant of each other. And although the spirit of 
Masonic principles had suffered no change, yet diverse 
forms of conferring the degrees, had, through inadver- 
tance, er ignorance, to some extent, crept in. and 
marred the unity. The reins of discipline hung loose- 
ly over erring Brethren ; the lectures and charges dif- 
fered materially in language ; the‘opening and closing 
ceremonies varied in formand order,and no recognized 
head existed on this side the Atlantic, to which refer. 
ence might be made, as.an acknowledged body, hold- 
ing corrective powers. 

It was under such a state of things, that some of the 
master spirits of our Order, constrained by a sense of } 
duty, and actuated by philanthropy, undertook, and 3 
most happily accomplished those severai organizations 
above named. Other States moved onward in the line 
of duty, and other champions of Masonic enterprise 
arose, and the spirit of benevolent effort pervaded the 
land. } 

From the commencement of the present century, till } 
the supposed abduction of Morgan, the celebrity and 
prosperity of the Craft was unparalleled in any coun- 
try. The chief men of the nation, in the civil,eclesias- 
tical aad literary departments, crouded our assemblie 
and graced our public celebrations. Men of rank ne 
wealth, and power, took their level in common, with 
Brethren of the Fraternity in the humbler walks of 
life ; and the spirit of philanthropy and kindness, ; 
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flowed from heart to heart, to cheer the disconsolate, 
and pour the balm of sweet consolation into the bosom 
of suffering innocence. Blessings descended on our 
Institutions like the dew of Hermon on the mountains of 
Zion. But an afflictive providenee, and a sad reverse 
of circumstances awaited us. Lodges and Chapters 
had been unduly multiplied, and every Brother had 
some friend, who, in the unbounded exercise of chari. 
ty, then, so peculiarly predominent in the breast of 
every Mason, was unscrupulously thought worthy to 
share the benefits, and participate in the honors of the 
common Brotherhood. The entrance to our Altars 
was not guarded with that discriminating eye, which 
reads the true motives, for which admittance was 
sought. Numbers, were counted on, instead of intrin- 
sic moral excellence, and this constituted the fatal 
rock, on which many Lodges and Chapters made ship- 
wreck of the conservative principles of Masonry, and 
prepared the way for that sad reverse in public esti- 
mation, of the high moral claims of the Masonic sys- 
tem. Hence, misguided men, perhaps inadvertently, 
excited those floods of popular odium, which spread 
over the land, and brought on that fearful crisis, which 
fortunately, did little more than to sift the Institution 
of its dregs and dross, and draw the line of public dis- 
tinction, between hollow hearted, unprincipled pre- 
tenders, and men of sound moral virtue, and inflexi- 
ble integrity. Those, and those alone, who had un- 
derstandingly planted their feet on the sound principles 
of Masonic faith, held to their moorings, and safely 
rode out the storm. It was such men, who stood un- 
daunted at their posts, sustained the purity of Mason- 
ry as a system, and shielded the Temple of her hal- 
lowed rights, till the tide of popular odium rolled back 
on her calumniators, and she emerged from the fogs 
of blind prejudice, unscathed by the shafts of slander, 
unshorn ofa single ray of her moral beauty. These 
were emphatically the days of her purification. The 
trials of virtue—the furnace, whence the gold comes 
well refined—the popular tempest which rolled with 
one broad sweep through the land, has mainly cleared 
our ranks of those unworthily admitted to our assem- 
blies. The crisis, however, is passed. The clouds 
are dispersed, anda moral calm settles on our horizon. 
The sentinels of our Temple are vigilant, and guard 

yell the entrance to our mystic rights. The Frater- 
nity, mainly freed from hypocritical pretenders, and 
their contaminating influence, is composed in general, 
of men, honorable, virtuous, philanthropic and of good 
report ; and we look forward with flattering pros. 
pects-of enlarged prosperity. We hope to see the 
genuine spirit of our Institution more and more exem- 
plified, in those charities and labors of love, which 
honor our society, and bless mankind. To see her 
banners crowned with the olive branch of peace, wa- 
ving to the breeze, overshadowing the sons of want, 
guiding the widowed mother with her helpless orphan 
to that Asylum, where full hearted benevolence 
dwells, and open handed charity dispenses timely bles- 
sings. 
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Forty years have elapsed, this present session, since 
I had the happiness of becoming a member of this Gr. 
Chapter. For the first few years, the numbers in at- 
tendance were not large, but the communications were 
characterized by the best feelings, and with peculiar 
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harmony. It was but seven years previous to this 
time, the organization was affected, and those who, 
by the constitution, were entitled to seats, either as 
Members or Proxies, were comparatively few. It 
was usual, however, for our meetings to be honored 
by Visitors of the highest rank in the several depart- 
ments of State. Men, whose names will go down to 
posterity with great honor, both as Masons and as 
Statesmen. For many years, the same distinguished 
individuals were constantly co-operating with thés@ 
who labored most assiduously. for the welfare of the 
Craft. Were it proper, I could give a catalogue of 
nanies, worthy of a niche in the Masonic Temple. 

Much, at this period, was to be done, and wise 
counsel and careful deliberations were necessary, for 
properly digesting measures, establishing local regu- 
lation, and settling all such matters as appertained to 
the general administration, the requsite laws and 
discipline. 

Most of those Companions, however, with whom I 
first associated, have closed their earthly labors, and 
we hope are now reaping the rewards of the faithful. 
To us, they have left the fulfilment of those duties 
they once discharged and committed to our hands, those 
labors they once performed. On us devolves the high 
trust of sustaining the Institution in its pprity, and 
transmitting its principles and maxims to our succes- 
sors. To future generations are we responsible,for the 
character with which the Institution shall pass from 
ustothem. To us will they look for the exemplifica, 
tion of those principles of benevolence, and that Fra. 
ternal love, which constitute the common bond of Ma- 
sonic union. And God grant they may not look in 
vain. 

And now beloved Companions, as I had supposed 
myself taking my leave of the Grand Chapter, I de- 
sire, thus publicly, to express my unfeigned acknow- 
ledgements, for the multiplied tokens of your kindness 
and Fraternal esteem. To ask that you will cast the 
veil of charity over my imperfections, in the discharge 
of official duties. That whatever I may have said or 
done, at any time, incompatible with the character of 
a worthy Mason, may be attributed to error of the 
head, and not of the heart. I honor the Institution, 
and love the Brotherhood. 


For more than forty years, at all times and under 


all circumstances, | have sustained the claims of An- ; 


cient Free-masonry, and to the best of my ability, 
vindicated the soundness of her moral principles, her 
benevolent; humane, and charitable design. I have 
endeavored, as far as in my power, to exemplify that 
noble characteristic of our Order—‘‘ Love to God, and 
good will to the whole Family of Man.” 

That Free-masonry is a system involving sound 
moral truths, and inculcating relative duties of vital 
importance to the well being of man, is utterly unde- 
niable. On those points,my faith was never shaken. But 
for the want of a closer adherence to the several mem- 
bers, to the fundamental principles themselves, and a 
more conscientious dicharge of those duties, so often, 
and so impressively enjoined, I have had many occa. 
sions to deplore. This, however, we must remember, 
arises, rather from the gommon imperfections of our 
nature, than design. And as no man in this life is 


perfect, and no society exempt from the like deficien- 
iH 
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cies in duty, the most that can be done, is the oftener 
to admonish and encourage each other, and strive to- 
gether more diligently, for mutual edification. 

Brethren, bear with ine, while in the fear of God, 
and with strict fidelity,I deliver what I supposed would 
be my last message to all-of you, as Masons, and each 
one, as men with myself, bound for immortality. 

In the Providence of God, it has been my lot to sur- 
vive most of those Companions with whom I was first 
&ssociated in this Grand Chapter. With their anxie- 
ties‘and labors for the welfare of the Institution, I 
have personal knowledge. With their efforts to se- 
cure and perpetuate its benefits, I bore a humble part. 
All are now gone, excepting here and there a solitary 
individual, left to mark the course of time. As one 
of that number, and in the name, both of the living and 
thedead, I charge you to be faithful to the trusts com- 
mitted to your care. The interests of that portion of 
the Fraternity over which this Grand Body presides, 
are of paramount importance. Cultivate among your- 
selves, that genuine spirit of Brotherly love, involved 
in the principles, and taught by the precepts of Ma- 
sonry, and send forth a hallowed influence from this 
Temple, as a savor of your own example. The char- 
acter of the Institution itself, in the view of the world, 
will be measured by the individual character of the 
several members of whom itis composed. It behooves 
you then; it behooves the several Chapters over which 
you preside, to exercise the utmost caution in the ad- 
mission of members, and to maintain a constant su- 
pervison over the Masonic deportment of those admit- 
ted. As you direct, and they practice, so the Institu- 
tion, both as to precept and example, will go down to 
the next generation. 

I feel an intensity of interest, and deep solicitude on 
this point, which is utterly inexpressible, and I know 
my Companions will indulge me in thus earnestly pres- 
sing on their consideration, a matter of so much im- 
portance in all coming time, as the indispensable ne- 
cessity, of adhering most religiously, to the specific 
usages of the Ancient Craft, the vitality of those prin- 
ciples on which the pillars themselves stand. On this 
depend, the peace and harmony which must charac- 
terize all your communications, in the present and fu- 
ture time. With this, will be found connected that 
integrity of heart, and those virtuous principles of ac- 
tion, you may hope to find in every man you call Bro. 
ther. All the safeguards in the maintainance of Ma- 
sonic purity, rest on this point. All those ehannels 
through which Masonic benevolence and charity flow, 
are secured and kept open in no other way. 

The approval of good men, the testimony of your 
own consciences, the smiles of Providence, and the 
ability to accomplish some good in behalf of the world 
of mankind, are all comprehended in this one point, 
carrying out with the most puncfilious exactness, the 
trae principles of Ancient Masonry, summarily com- 
prised in a single sentence—‘‘ Love to God and good 
will to men.” 

I will present but one topic more, and that as a mat- 
ter of individual, personal concern. It is one para. 
mount to all others and should take precedence of all 
others. I mean the ground on which we severally 
rest our hopes of future happiness. It is to be 
feared, that some of our Brethren trust their future 
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salvation exclusively, on the proper discharge of Ma- 
sonic duties. Although it is true, that the self same 
duties enjoined on the Mason, are an indispensable 
appendage to the true Christian character, still, they 
are not the foundation, on which the hopes of either, 
can safely rest for acceptance with God. Duties are 
the fruit, and not the tree; the streams but not 
the fountain. The heart of man, the seat of the affec- 
tions, is what in the sight of our final judge, décides 
character ; and this can be wholly purified in no way, 
short of the Gospel fountain, nor prepared for a state 
of sinless perfection, short of the washing of regene- 
ration. Our best services'come far short of perfect 
obedience, in the view of an Ominiscient eye ;. and 
how shall we atone for those deficiencies? The 
solemn injuctions delivered to Moses on Tables of 
Stone, reach the heart. Andthe most scrupulous ex- 
actness in the discharge of external duties, can make 
no amends for such violations of the Divine Law, as 
lie in the affections alone. Hence, if saved, it must 
be by grace, throught the atonement of Christ our 
Great High Priest. He has passsed the veils, and en- 
tered the Holy of Holies. He has made ample pro- 
visions, by which the offender, through faith and re- 
penitance, may receive pardon. He is a merciful High 
Priest, to whom we may go, and by whom alone, we 
can obtain that good hope, which through grace, se- 
cures immortal blessedness. 

Free-masonry 1s a humane Institution, established, 
not only for the special benefit of its own members, 
but through their instrumentality, designed as an 
agent for doing good to the entire family of man. It 
is among the oldest, and capable of being one of the 
most efficient, ever devised by man. All! those moral 
principles constituting the system itself, are drawn 
from revealed truth. Hence Masonry cannot be a 
Primary, but a Secondary. Not Christianity herself, 
but the handmaid of Christianity. 

This is acknowledged by the Divine Charter of our 
faith, which always lies open in the midst of every 
Lodge. By the emblems of our duty, lying in our 
pathway, at every step of our advancement in the 
several degrees—by the ladder of faith, hope and 
charity, turning our eyes from earth to Heaven—by 
the hour-glass, the scythe, and the All-seeing eye, re. 
minding us of the brevity of human life, the darkness 
of the opening grave, our entrance into the Eternal 
world, and solemn accountability to God, who sees 
the heart. But the Anchor, that impressive emblem 
of a good hope, through the office work of the Great 
High Priest of our salvation, directs the thoughts with 
intense interest, to that upper Temple, where he has 
gone, and gives a blessed assurance, that all who shall 
once be gathered with him, will forever participate in 
those joys which crown immortal existence. 

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God is, 
that we may all, eventually meetin that world, where 
the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at 
rest. As we have taken sweet counsel together in 
these earthly tabernacles, so may we, being prepared, 
enter the Celestial Temple above, where Gospel faith 
will constitute the pass word, and a pure heart the 
preparation. Where hope will be lost in fruition, but 
charity, Heaven-born charity, in the Gospel sense, 
will abide forever. There, O there, God grant, it 
may be our happy lot to dwell. 

To Correspondents.—The Poetry of J. A.C. is in 
type, but is unavoidable crowded out of this Number. 
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